Quaker Worship and Social Involvement
Quakers have a long history of social involvement. The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) was born in the religious ferment of the English Civil War.    The nickname ‘Quaker’ may have come from the shaking passion with which many early Quakers expressed their beliefs.   The Society has throughout its history championed the freedom and equality of all human beings, treating all with equal respect – hence the use of the term Friends.    Quakers have traditionally encourages action against all forms of discrimination, including social, ethnic and sexual.     Quakers have campaigned, and continue to do so, against warfare as a means of solving international disputes, including the arms trade and nuclear weapons.  Many were conscientious objectors during the two world wars, and support for reconciliation has seen Quaker involvement in most of the world’s trouble spots, for example Palestine.   Quakers played a key role in the anti-slavery movement and still seek to end human trafficking and modern forms of slavery.   Other areas of Quaker involvement include education including Quaker schools, prison reform, housing reform, fair trade and a sustainable approach to the environment.   
As a religious society, Quakers emphasise individual experience rather than central statements of belief (creeds).   Quakers seek to nourish ‘that of God’ that we believe is present in everyone.  Whilst the Society has its roots in Christianity, Quakers embrace expressions of the spirit of love and truth in other religious traditions, in secular sources and in people’s lives.  Quakers worldwide differ in our individual beliefs, and in our forms of worship, British meetings tending to use silent worship whilst American and African meetings tend to be more musical.   What we have in common is our search for a real experience of God's love and power in the everyday world.    
In our silent worship, the meeting begins as we sit in a circle in the meeting room, gathering together in a silence in which we open ourselves to the love of God and to that of God in each other. The responsibility of the meeting belongs to all; anyone may speak when he or she feels inspired to do so.   When prompted by the spirit, this enriches the gathered worship of the meeting.  Occasionally a meeting will pass in total silence.   
The Religious Society in Britain is a democratic structure with no paid clergy.    Each local meeting is managed by Elders (responsible for the spiritual side of the meeting), Overseers (responsible for supporting members and attenders) and a Clerk (responsible for chairing business meetings and providing the focal contact point for the meeting).  All are ordinary members of the Society - volunteers serving for a fixed term.   The only distinction observed between these volunteers and other members and attenders at a meeting for worship is that the elders end the meeting with a handshake and the clerk begins the announcements.   On formally joining the society, Quakers become members of the Area Meeting rather than the Local Meeting, and the former provides the Trustees for all Quaker property.   The central work of the Britain’s Quakers is managed through Britain Yearly Meeting and administratively through Friends House, opposite Euston Station in London. 
